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vesture, or "clothed in light." The Jains may be called the
Jews of India, its great traders; they meddle little with land,
but arc bankers and merchants. When the Buddhists had to fly
from India under the fire of Brahminical persecution, the Jains
lost their landed-property, but they kept to trade, which was less
exposed to plunder.

They are noted for their honesty, which may be expected
from the comparatively pure nature of their religion, which
inculcates as its five great virtues the not taking life, truth,
honesty, chastity, and poverty.

The temples have been repaired and are maintained by Jain
merchants of Murshedabad. Jagat Set, one of them, was a very
liberal benefactor. The Jains are deists, but they believe that
there were twenty-four Tirthankars, or holy men, who attained
to Sanyog, or absorption in God, These saints were reverenced
at first;' they are now worshipped (see Colebrooke on the Jain
Tirthankars, Asiatic Researches, Vol. IV., p. 804?). Of these Ajit-
nath, Sambunath, Bhunath, all except four obtained muhti or
death at Parasnath, and from it made the ascent to heaven,
chosing this mountain as the scene of their retirement and
sanctification ; from it they could see their holy land stretch-
ing towards Champanagar near Bhagulpur and Rajgriha.
The most eminent of these was Parasnath^ born at Benares,
who spent his last days here, and from the highest and most
western of the mountain pinnacles made his ascent to heaven.
The Tirthankars were natives some of Oude, others of Delhi,
others of Benares, Scinde, Delhi.

An excursion from Parasnath to Madhuban, about 6 miles,
will well repay a visit; it is the great place for Jain pilgrims
from Bajputana, the Madras Presidency, and Central India*
The chief subject of interest is the image of Parasnath of a
blue color with the Chatar. The Chalar distinguishes the
image of Parswa or Parswanath from those of the other
twenty-three Tirthankars, which are otherwise undistinguish-
able by posture or appearance. It is related in the Jain
Shastras that, in token of approbation for his piety, the
deity sent a snake to preserve this favourite saint ^ from the
approach of all contaminating things during the period of his
Tapasya, or abstract devotion; the obedient animal crawl-
ing up the neck of the honoured devotee, arched his hooded
head above his crown, and retained this attitude of protec-
tion and watchfulness until the apotheosis of hia wanl